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What’s the Fuss All About?What s the Fuss All About?

• Social networking siteSocial networking site
– Organized around ‘networks’ – typically 

institutions or locationsinstitutions or locations
• Communication tool

One to many or one to one– One-to-many or one-to-one
– Feeds alerts into email

P li d f• Personalized fun
– Photo albums
– Interactive applications



Facebook JargonFacebook Jargon
• profile: the main page that displays information about youp p g p y y
• network: affiliations Facebook uses as an organizing 

category (schools, employers, etc.) 
• friend: (n) person you identify as someone you know and• friend: (n) person you identify as someone you know and 

want to have access to profile; (v) act of inviting someone to 
become a friend

ll th th fil th t th it• wall: the area on the profile page that others can write on; 
displays gifts and messages

• application: a “plug in” that allows you to interact with friends g y
around a specific topic or activity

• group: user created organizing structures; can apply to 
formal organizations, interests, or functional needs (e.g., “Iformal organizations, interests, or functional needs (e.g., I 
got a new phone and need your number”)



Potential PitfallsPotential Pitfalls

R b ’ t t d t• Remember, you’re not a student anymore
– Don’t ‘collect friends’

M k it f t d f i d t– Make it safe to deny your friend request
– Forget half of what you see – know when not to 

commentcomment
• It’s addictive

Be open to fun pokes games pics– Be open to fun – pokes, games, pics
– Don’t be a “Facebook stalker” or “creepy adult”



Potential IR UsesPotential IR Uses

• Office ProfilesOffice Profiles
– Getting your ‘face’ out there

Office events• Office events
– Inviting students to participate in studies

“– Posting announcements to the “Network Wall”
• Staying in the know



Sample Screen ShotsSample Screen Shots







Your Profile



Your “Home” Page



Keep Up with Local Events:
Your Network Page



Join Groups that Relate to
Your Interests



Or Create a Group of Your Own!



Facebook messaging –
The new email



An addictive application



Photos – tags and 
comments are key!



Use Facebook to 
Create an Event!



Keep your information secure!



A Real IR Example!!



Facebook as an
Environmental 
Scanning tool –
The Network “Wall”



Discussion and QuestionsDiscussion and Questions

Keep the conversation going:
mappel@umd.edu
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